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Drawing and Analyzing the Scientific Map of Rural Entrepreneurship 

  

F. Kazemiyeh
1
 and A. Eidi

2*  

Abstract 
The maps show the static connection of the components of a system. Therefore, a scientific map is able to 

specify the sources and direction of the flow of science and its limitations and deficiencies. The aim of this 

research was to draw and analyze the scientific map of rural entrepreneurship in order to determine the global 

trend of research in this field. The statistical population of the study included all scientific research articles 

indexed in the ScienceDirect database in the field of rural entrepreneurship (including 1679 records) from 2012 

to 2022. Data were plotted and analyzed using VOS viewer software. The highest and lowest amount of 

publication of scientific research articles in this investigated field published in 2021 and 2012, respectively. 

During the studied years, 690 keywords, 37 clusters, and 2468 links were identified in the field of rural 

entrepreneurship. With 54 and 167 occurrences, the terms sustainability and communication power were 

identified as the most frequent keywords in the field of rural entrepreneurship during the research period, 

respectively. With the occurrence indices of 49, 37, 25, and 20 and degrees of connection indices of 136, 119, 

82, and 69, the terms “entrepreneurship development, innovation and poverty were ranked second to fifth, 

respectively. Thematic categories of microcredits, sustainability, rural development, transformation, China, and 

Thailand had more links with other categories and were the densest and hottest topics in the investigated area. 
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