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Abstract

Sustainable agricultural development primarily depends on innovation in both technical and non-technical
aspects. Agricultural innovation is the result of a co-evolutionary process of networking, multi-disciplinary
collaborating and resources sharing among various institutional actors from public and private sectors. An
important issue which often ignored in practice. In this regard, the main purpose of this applied study was to
determine the current level of resource sharing relationships among different extension actors involved in
providing various extension services to address a wide range of farmers’ demands. A sequential mixed methods
research design was developed and relevant key informants were purposively selected in both qualitative and
guantitative phases. Qualitative data were gathered using unstructured and semi-structured interviews with 28
key informants and analyzed according to the fundamental assumptions of Soft System Methodology (SSM). In
contrast, quantitative data were collected from 45 senior experts through a survey using a researcher-made
guestionnaire and analyzed by Social Network Analysis (SNA) technique. According to the qualitative findings,
different extension service providers were classified into 21 institutional actors. The results of social network
analysis showed there were not appropriate coherent linkages among multiple extension actors in the resource
sharing network activities. Hence, different institutional actors could not take advantages of each others’
valuable capacities in a synergic manner. Furthermore, as a popular node, public extension agency had a high
centrality in the network, and this can bring forward some concerns.

Keywords: Agricultural innovation system, Pluralistic extension system, Resources sharing, Mixed methods
research.
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