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Abstract

Rural cooperatives are a suitable platform for increasing participation, creating employment and
entrepreneurship, and realizing creativity and innovation among villagers. Besides the necessity of the existence
and development of rural cooperatives, their geographical distribution and the benefit of all villages from the
existence of cooperatives is also important. Therefore, the present study has investigated the spatial distribution
of rural cooperatives in Guilan province. The research method is descriptive-analytical. To analyze the findings,
the nearest neighbor average method, multi-distance spatial cluster analysis, central average, and standard
deviation ellipse were used. The research results indicate that based on the nearest neighbor average and multi-
distance spatial cluster analysis, the distribution pattern of rural cooperatives in Guilan province was clustered.
Examining the map of the spots of villages with cooperatives in Guilan province also shows that these spots are
mostly formed in the cities of Rasht, Bandar Anzali, and Talesh. Also, the distribution of many infrastructures is
in the northwest-southeast direction. This way of spatial concentration can be mentioned in reasons such as the
natural conditions of the northern and central regions of the province, proximity to big cities such as Rasht,
Bandar Anzali, Fuman, Rudsar, etc. Also, access to more sale markets and better access ways can be of the
reasons for locating cooperatives near these cities. In general, the need for a more balanced development of rural
cooperatives in Guilan province is quite noticeable, and achieving this requires long-term planning as well as
education and awareness.
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