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Abstract

Today, with the advancement of science, techniques and changes in the agricultural sector, cooperatives
traditionally cannot have the proper efficiency. Therefore, knowledge-based cooperative companies were
created with the aim of solving these shortcomings. This research was done during the year 2022-2023 with the
aim of finding the context and presenting a suitable model for creating knowledge-based agricultural
cooperatives in Guilan province. The research method is mixed in terms of approach (quantitative-qualitative)
and practical in terms of purpose. In the qualitative part, 18 members of knowledge-based companies were
selected using the snowball sampling method, and in the quantitative part, 35 experts were investigated. Data
collection was done through a library study approach and field study (semi-structured interviews and researcher-
made questionnaire). The validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by 10 professors of Department of
Agricultural Economics of Guilan University and researchers of the General Department of Cooperation, Labor
and Social Welfare of the province. In addition, the reliability was confirmed using Cronbach's alpha of 0.85.
The results showed that there is a significant difference between the current state of cooperative companies and
the desirable state of knowledge-based agricultural cooperative companies from the point of view of the studied
experts. It shouls also be mentioned that the biggest gaps between two modes were in terms of environmental
functions, socio-cultural functions, correct method of selecting members, and creating entrepreneurial
motivation, respectively.
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