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Abstract 
Fars province is one of the southern provinces of Iran that has been exposed to severe climate variability in 

recent decades. About 30 percent of the province's population lives in rural areas, and the majority of their 

livelihoods depends on agriculture. Rural men and women have different roles and responsibilities, therefore,   

their interactions and sensitivities to climate variability are different. The main purpose of this study was to 

assess the vulnerability of rural women towards climate variation and its gender consequences in rural areas of 

Fars province. The theory underlying this study has been the theory of feminist political ecology. The statistical 

population was rural women of agricultural households affected by climate variability in Fars province. 

Stratified random sampling method was used to select the sample group. In present study, the data were 

collected from 406 respondents. Data were analyzed using livelihood vulnerability index. Findings showed that 

the type of vulnerability of rural women towards climate variability was different and vulnerability is highly 

correlated with livelihoods, gender inequalities, roles and responsibilities, and the presence of the patient at 

home. Based on the results, vulnerability is itself affected by external climate variability and internal social 

determinants. In the first stage, the women’s roles and responsibilities is exposed to environmental changes and 

then gender inequalities are major affecting factors in their vulnerability against climate change. Based on the 

findings and results, the end-users of the study were provided with some applicable recommendations, including 

development of processing workshops for small-scale agricultural products, establishing socio-economic 

institutions for rural women, especially for more vulnerable clusters, and extending a gender-equitable approach 

in climate services. 
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