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Abstract

Drought, as one of the most destructive environmental disasters, leads to significant damages on the property
and lives of the residents of the communities. Rural communities are the most vulnerable ones to drought since
their main activity is agriculture. The current research, therefore, was conducted with the aim of investigating
the impacts of drought on rural households of Kakan district located in the central District of Boyer Ahmad
County. The study population was 47 household heads resided in Kakan district who were selected by
purposeful snowball sampling method. In this process, the sampling was continued until reaching the theoretical
saturation. The findings from the semi-structured interviews were analyzed by open and axial coding systems
through MAXQDA software. Accordingly, the results were classified in the form of three main categories
including social, economic, and environmental impacts. Furthermore, 22 subcategories were aso identified that
included the change in employment structure, the decrease in economic power, asset amount, the value of
property, investment, the quantity of food, cultural-socia vitality, the quality of food, physical health,
psychological disorders, rura residents' participation, interaction and solidarity, sense of trust and security, the
increase in cost living conditions, the increase in agricultural costs, income disruption, the disruption of
agricultural jobs, the disruption of non-agricultural jobs, expanding training on coping with drought, residents
migration, regional air quality, and environmental quality. Finally, some suggestions were recommended to
reduce the impacts of drought in the study area.

Keywords: Impacts, Drought, Rural households, Kakan district, Qualitative method.
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