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Abstract

During the past decade, natura hazards and disasters such as drought has impacted human lives. Rural
households in Iran have been the victims of natural disastersin general and drought in particular causing farmers
becomes more vulnerable. Although vulnerability is considered a multidimensional phenomenon, most climate
change scholars consider vulnerability as a first step in drought mitigation plans. Thus, the purpose of this
descriptive study was to determine vulnerability of farmer household towards drought. Using stratified random
sampling, 172 households participated in this study. A researcher-made questionnaire weas used to collect
required data. The validity and reliability of the instrument was confirmed through faculty members in
Agricultural Extension Department and using test-retest respectively. Vulnerability was assessed using a
formula suggested by Deressa et a. Results revealed that household vulnerability can be classified into three
categories: low, medium, and high. Household vulnerability based on households’ village location (14 villages)
showed that Kahrare Moghoofe village had the highest vulnerability across the studied area. Moreover,
Moradabad village remained the lowest vulnerable among other villages. Result of this study has implications
for drought mitigation plans in Kermanshah Province. In addition, limited resource alocations should be more
focused on vulnerable groups.
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