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Objective: For optimal branding and export, you must have a good market share. Digital marketing
is one of the most widely used tools to expand the market and the reputation of Iran, so the current
research has investigated the effectiveness of digital marketing in branding green agricultural
products for export. This research is a type of mixed research with a qualitative and quantitative
approach, which is practical in terms of its purpose, and in terms of data collection, it is a survey
descriptive study. The tools of data collection in the qualitative part were library review, articles and
semi-structured interviews with 18 university professors, managers and experts in the field of digital
marketing, IT and agricultural exporters in Ardabil, East Azerbaijan and Tehran provinces, using
sampling method. Snowballs were chosen. The method of data analysis in the qualitative part, using
the data theory of the foundation (Strauss Corbin) which was compiled with MAXQDA software
and using the coding method. In the quantitative part, purposeful sampling with 35 experts and
specialists and collecting information through a questionnaire, the analysis method was based on
Kendall's correlation test. In the present study, after analyzing the data obtained in the research
process, 9 causal factors, 9 strategic factors, 6 intervening factors, 5 contextual factors and finally
the consequences of branding green agricultural products for export using digital marketing were
identified. The result of the research led to the presentation of a model including the causal,
contextual and intervening conditions, along with the introduction of the central phenomenon and
the presentation of the branding strategies of green agricultural products for export and the
identification of its consequences.

1. Introduction

Iran is one of the leading countries in terms of organic agricultural land (OECD, 2020), and agriculture in
Iran has sufficient potential for the development of the organic sector. On the other hand, it should be noted
that Iran lags behind the global pace in expanding the experience of organic agricultural production, its
consumption culture, and exports. To overcome such an imbalance, it is important for Iran to consider the
key principles related to green branding in the agricultural sector. The aim of this study is to fully investigate
the research status of green agricultural product branding in Iran by explaining the role of green agricultural
product branding and the role of digital marketing on this branding to improve the export performance of

these products.

2. Methodology

This research is a type of mixed research with a qualitative and quantitative approach, which is applied in
terms of its purpose, and in terms of data collection, it is a survey descriptive study. The tools of data
collection in the qualitative part were library research, articles and semi-structured interviews with 18
university professors, managers and experts in the field of digital marketing, IT and agricultural exporters
in Ardabil, East Azarbaijan and Tehran provinces, using snowball sampling method. were selected The
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method of data analysis in the qualitative part, using the Grounded theory (Strauss Corbin) which was
compiled with MAXQDA software and using the coding method. In the quantitative part, purposeful
sampling with 35 experts and specialists and collecting information through a questionnaire, the analysis
method was based on Kendall's correlation test.

3. Results

In this study, using the research strategy of grounded theory, a branding model for green agricultural
products for export has been developed with an emphasis on digital marketing. The research is under the
interpretive paradigm in terms of philosophical foundations, fundamental in terms of research orientation,
inductive in terms of approach, and qualitative in terms of data type. In this study, the systematic method
of Strauss and Corbin has been used for theorizing because this approach is more structured and leads to a
comprehensive and applicable model compared to the other two grounded approaches, namely Glaser's
emerging method and Charms' constructivist design. In the present study, after analyzing the data obtained
in the research process, 9 causal factors, 9 strategic factors, 6 intervening factors, 5 background factors and
finally the consequences of branding green agricultural products for export using digital marketing were
identified.

4. Discussion

After going through the steps of determining the central category and establishing relationships with other
categories based on the systematic paradigm of grounded theory, in this stage we develop the designed
model and finalize it. The final model represents the methods whose application increases the willingness
of managers and exporters to strive for branding of green agricultural products for export with the help of
digital marketing. This model is the result of reviewing, analyzing, and interpreting interviews with
specialists and experts in the context of grounded theory.

5. Conclusion

Agricultural product export managers are advised to continuously seek green product differentiation, green
business and green supply chain management strategies to brand green agricultural products. By integrating
these strategies with digital marketing capabilities and the Internet marketing mix, and with effective
strategic brand management, they can achieve a competitive advantage in the trans-regional arena and
internationalize their business. The research includes the presentation of a model including causal,
background and intervening conditions, along with the introduction of the central phenomenon and the
presentation of branding strategies for exportable green agricultural products and the identification of its
consequences.
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