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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: The lack of a suitable job market for university graduates is one of the most significant challenges
Ecosystem facing higher education, which in turn weakens students’ motivation to pursue their studies. In
Entrepreneurial response to such challenges, universities—particularly agricultural schools—are now tasked with
Resilience new and essential responsibilities to maintain their resilience. The main objective of the present study
School of agriculture was to identify the factors influencing the resilience of agricultural schools, a goal that necessitates
Knowledge integration a combination of diverse elements within a network referred to as the "entrepreneurial ecosystem."
Networking This descriptive quantitative study was conducted using a survey method among 400 students from

all departments of School of Agriculture as well as the three levels of B.Sc., M.Sc. and Ph.D. selected
through multi-stage stratified random sampling from a population of 1,452 students. A researcher-
made questionnaire was used to collect data and evaluate all variables in the study's conceptual
model. The validity and reliability of the questionnaire were confirmed by a panel of university
professors from Departments of Agricultural Extension and Education and Biosystem of School of
Agriculture at Shira University and through a pilot study conducted outside the main sample, with
Cronbach’s alpha coefficients ranging from 0.718 to 0.807. Data analysis was performed using
AMOS24 and SPSS26, including path analysis to assess the fit of the causal model. The results of
the path analysis indicated that the entrepreneurial ecosystem had a direct, positive, and significant
impact on the resilience of the School of Agriculture. Therefore, establishing an entrepreneurial
ecosystem can be considered a key factor in enhancing the resilience of such schools. Additionally,
the entrepreneurial ecosystem indirectly and positively influenced resilience through the mediating
variables of internal and external networking and the integration of intra-organizational knowledge.
Fostering entrepreneurship and innovation should be a central focus of any modern university
striving for resilience. Thus, by developing an appropriate platform for the entrepreneurial
ecosystem, universities can cultivate creative innovators and make meaningful strides toward
becoming third-generation universities. In this context, it is recommended that senior administrators
at the School of Agriculture revise existing policies and strategies to build the necessary
infrastructure for mutual interaction and networking among students, professors, graduates, and
entrepreneurs. This would accelerate the entrepreneurship process and enhance motivation for wealth
creation.
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1. Introduction

The lack of a suitable job market for university graduates is one of the most significant challenges facing
higher education, which in turn weakens students’ motivation to pursue their studies. In response to such
challenges, universities—particularly agricultural schools—are now tasked with new and essential
responsibilities to maintain their resilience. The development and establishment of entrepreneurial
ecosystems is one of the key mechanisms for strengthening academic resilience—structured infrastructures
that, by integrating various actors including students, faculty, government, financial institutions, and the
labor market, enable the growth of entrepreneurial activities in response to economic and technological
changes. The main objective of the present study was to identify the factors influencing the resilience of
agricultural schools, a goal that necessitates a combination of diverse elements within a network referred
to as the "entrepreneurial ecosystem."

2. Methodology

This descriptive guantitative study was conducted using a survey method among 400 students from all
departments of School of Agriculture as well as the three levels of B.Sc., M.Sc. and Ph.D. selected through
multi-stage stratified random sampling from a population of 1,452 students. A researcher-made
guestionnaire was used to collect data and evaluate all variables in the study's conceptual model. The
validity and reliability of the questionnaire were confirmed by a panel of university professors from
Departments of Agricultural Extension and Education and Biosystem of School of Agriculture at Shira
University and through a pilot study conducted outside the main sample, with Cronbach’s alpha coefficients
ranging from 0.718 to 0.807. Data analysis was performed using AMOS24 and SPSS26, including path
analysis to assess the fit of the causal model.

3. Results

The results of the path analysis indicated that the entrepreneurial ecosystem had a direct, positive, and
significant impact on the resilience of the School of Agriculture. Therefore, establishing an entrepreneurial
ecosystem can be considered a key factor in enhancing the resilience of such schools. Additionally, the
entrepreneurial ecosystem indirectly and positively influenced resilience through the mediating variables
of internal and external networking and the integration of intra-organizational knowledge. Fostering
entrepreneurship and innovation should be a central focus of any modern university striving for resilience.
Thus, by developing an appropriate platform for the entrepreneurial ecosystem, universities can cultivate
creative innovators and make meaningful strides toward becoming third-generation universities.

4. Discussion

The results of this study indicate that identifying the key factors influencing the resilience of agricultural
schools plays a crucial role in leveraging entrepreneurial opportunities. The findings confirm that the
entrepreneurial ecosystem significantly affects various aspects of systemic networking (both internal and
external). This aligns with existing literature on the role of ecosystems in enhancing systemic interactions
within educational institutions, such as the perspectives on the university-industry-government triple helix
model. Accordingly, the development of ecosystems leads to increased communication, effective
interactions, and the formation of supportive networks within and beyond the university. The findings show
that these ecosystems improve the integration of organizational and inter-organizational knowledge,
thereby creating a foundation for applying interdisciplinary knowledge and blending internal and external
knowledge in the field of entrepreneurship. This has also been highlighted in previous studies as a necessary
condition for organizational innovation.

5. Conclusion

The causal model of the study showed that the entrepreneurial ecosystem directly and indirectly influences
entrepreneurship development and, ultimately, the resilience of agricultural schools. This relationship is
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explained by the positive role of the ecosystem in strengthening networking, knowledge integration, and
the development of systemic connections. In this regard, entrepreneurship development through
institutional policies at the university—such as familiarizing students with entrepreneurs and incubators—
leads to increased educational and economic resilience. Furthermore, establishing an entrepreneurial and
innovative university, along with transforming educational structures and focusing on skill-building, is
considered one of the key pathways toward transitioning to a third-generation university. In this context, to
enhance resilience and foster entrepreneurship in agricultural schools, it is essential to institutionalize
entrepreneurial ecosystems through coordinated efforts among educational, administrative, and external
support structures. Strengthening internal and external networking, advancing interdisciplinary
collaboration, and improving knowledge integration are vital steps. Facilitating sustained interactions
among students, faculty, and innovation hubs enhances adaptability to environmental changes. Aligning
external partnerships with university goals, alongside evaluating their effectiveness, ensures targeted
impact. Finally, fostering a culture of knowledge sharing through transparent evaluation and documentation
systems supports innovation and sustainability. These integrated strategies collectively build a resilient,
entrepreneurial academic environment aligned with third-generation university goals.
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