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Rural-to-urban migration is one of the most significant socio-economic phenomena in Iran,
exerting profound impacts on both rural and urban communities and arising from a complex
interplay of social, psychological, economic, and political factors. This study aims to identify
the push and pull factors of rural-urban migration from the perspectives of origin
communities and translocal migrants. Employing a quantitative, descriptive—analytical,

survey-based design, data were collected through a questionnaire with confirmed face
validity and acceptable reliability (Cronbach’s alpha = 0.75). The statistical sample
comprised 390 rural residents and 150 translocal migrants from Behbahan County. Data
analysis was conducted using SPSS software. The results of factor analysis indicated that
eight factors—employment-income, economic, educational, social, urban-rural
discrimination, infrastructural, geographical—climatic, and cultural—explained 66.8% of the
total variance for translocal migrants and 63% for the origin community. Employment—
income and educational factors emerged as the most influential drivers of migration, whereas
cultural and geographical—climatic factors had the least impact. The similarity of factor
analysis results between the two groups suggests that translocal migrants, owing to their
rural living experiences, familiarity with local challenges, and geographical and cultural
proximity to the origin community, hold comparable perspectives. This shared viewpoint
leads both groups to identify similar factors as the primary reasons for migration.
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1. Introduction

Rural-to-urban migration is an inevitable process experienced at varying rates across countries worldwide (Amanpour
etal., 2021). Although numerous theories—such as those proposed by Ravenstein, Todaro, Relative Deprivation, and
Dependency Theory—have examined the factors influencing rural-to-urban migration, observable changes in the
nature of this process indicate that, contrary to common assumptions, migration is not necessarily a one-way
movement (Rabiei & Soleimani Khoo, 2022). Family members who live away from their place of origin often maintain
strong connections with those who remain at home (Pet & Birtel, 2015). Consequently, a new paradigm emerged in
the early 1990s, referred to as translocality (Greiner, 2010). A translocal community can be defined as a group of
translocal families whose members reside in different locations while maintaining strong mutual interdependence
(Fuengfeid, 2018). Through such interconnectedness, the capacity of families and communities to respond to risks
and sustain livelihoods and well-being is enhanced (Porst, 2021). Within this context, a central aspect of the migration
process concerns the underlying causes and motivations that prompt rural residents to move to urban areas
(Nowrouzzadeh, 2022). Migration is influenced by multiple and interacting factors (Begi et al., 2024), and whether
examined from the perspective of the origin community or from the viewpoint of migrants themselves, it can be
analyzed in terms of push and pull factors. Accordingly, the present study aims to identify and compare the push and
pull factors influencing rural-to-urban migration from two perspectives: the origin community and translocal migrants.

2. Methodology
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The research was conducted using a quantitative approach and a survey method. Two statistical populations were
considered. The first population, the origin community, consisted of residents of rural areas in Behbahan County,
Khuzestan Province, located in southwestern Iran, from whom a sample of 390 individuals was randomly selected
based on Morgan’s table. The second statistical population comprised translocal migrants; due to the absence of
accurate official statistics on their number, the n-omega method for unknown populations (Loungrath, 2014) was
applied, and in accordance with the requirements of Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA), a sample of 150 individuals
was selected. Eligibility criteria for migrant selection included a minimum of five years of migration experience and
the maintenance of active contact with the village of origin, consistent with criterion-based purposive sampling. The
study questionnaire was developed based on preliminary interviews and included migration-related reasons presented
to respondents using a five-point Likert scale. After confirming face and content validity and establishing acceptable
reliability (Cronbach’s alpha = 0.751), the data were collected and analyzed using exploratory factor analysis in
SPSSversion 26-

3. Results

The findings revealed that the average age and level of educational attainment of translocal migrants were higher than
those of the origin community. The occupational structure also differed to some extent between the two groups: office
and clerical jobs as well as self-employment were the most common occupations among translocal migrants, whereas
farming remained the dominant occupation within the origin community. Both groups identified three factors
(providing opportunities for children to continue their education, access to higher-quality educational facilities, and
unemployment in rural areas) as the most important causes of migration. While the origin community placed greater
emphasis on children’s education and access to better schools, translocal migrants prioritized higher income as their
primary motivation. Cultural and climatic factors were assigned the lowest level of importance by both groups. The
results further indicated that exactly eight common factors were extracted for both groups, collectively explaining
63.1% and 66.8% of the total variance in the origin community and translocal migrant group, respectively. The order
and composition of these factors were identical across the two groups and were ranked, in terms of importance, as
occupational and income-related, economic, educational, social, urban—rural disparity or discrimination,
infrastructural, geographical and climatic, and cultural factors, with only minor differences observed in the percentage
of variance explained by each factor.

4. Discussion

The results of this study indicated that the occupational and income factor, identified as the most influential
determinant, comprises the push variable of unemployment and the pull variables of access to employment
opportunities and higher urban incomes. Economic push factors, including capital shortages, the weakness of the
agricultural economy, and land scarcity, were also found to significantly influence the migration process. Furthermore,
the pull attraction of improved educational opportunities underscores the important role of education in migration
decision-making. In addition, motivations such as social participation, the pursuit of higher social status, and reliance
on kinship and friendship networks were identified as social pull factors and contributed substantially to explaining
migration behavior. The urban—rural discrimination factor, reflected in perceived inequalities in access to medical,
administrative, and welfare services, also plays a significant role in migration decision-making. Infrastructure-related
factors—such as the lack of basic facilities, poor housing quality in rural areas, and inadequate transportation
systems—emerged as important push challenges. Subsequently, geographical and climatic factors, manifested through
environmental changes such as drought, water scarcity, and soil salinity, were identified as environmental push factors
that potentially contribute to migration, although their influence was weaker than that of other factors. Finally, cultural
factors, expressed through a lack of cultural cohesion, social disagreements, and the rejection of traditional rural
customs, were found to shape the inclination and ultimate decision to migrate.

5. Conclusion

Despite long-term residence in urban areas, translocal migrants exhibit perceptions of push and pull migration factors
that are highly similar to those of the origin community, largely due to the maintenance of multifaceted ties and
translocal connections with their home villages. The most significant shared factor was the occupational and income
dimension, a finding that is fully consistent with Neoclassical Theory, Lee’s Push—Pull Theory, Stark’s Relative
Deprivation Theory, and Functionalist perspectives. Educational and economic factors were ranked next in
importance, while cultural and climatic factors exerted the least influence. This convergence in perspectives offers a
valuable opportunity for policymaking, as translocal migrants can function as effective intermediaries and potential
investors in the development of their villages of origin.
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