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Abstract

Management and planning of rural tourism in the wetland areas, if combined with the consent of the residents,
can pave the way for the development of the region. In this regard, the present study answered this question:
which factors affect the commitment and preference of local residents to the development of tourism among the
villagers of the Khuzestan province wetland areas? This applied research was conducted as survey. The
statistical population was the households living in the villages in the four Khuzestan province wetland areas
(Shadegan, Miangaran, Bamdezh and Hoor Al Azim). The research instrument was a researcher-made
guestionnaire which devel oped based on the theoretical framework of the study. A total of 350 households were
selected using a stratified random sampling method as a statistical sample. Content validity and reliability
confirmed by a panel of experts and calculated Chronbach’s alpha. Moreover, the convergent and discriminant
validity and composite reliability confirmed the accuracy of the measurement model. SPSS and AMOS software
version 20 were used to analyze the data. The results showed that the place image and awareness of tourism had
a positive and significant effect on residents’ satisfaction with tourism development and residents' satisfaction
also has a significant and positive impact on the commitment and preferences of tourism development among
the residents in the wetland areas. In thisregard, it is suggested to use these components as a basis for assessing
the residents' commitment and preferences to tourism development. Also, due to the family-oriented tourism
activities in the studied regions, it is suggested that, while organizing activities and businesses, facilities should
be provided to devel op them.
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